
Important Field Trip Information for Teachers 
Frequently Asked Questions about bringing students to the  

What Field Trips are Available
Currently all field trips are for grades pre-K through 8th grade. Descriptions of 
Field Trips, including program length, target age/grade level and program sum-
mary can be found on our website under the heading “Educational Programs” > 
“Field Trips.”  

Field Trip Length & Structure
Field trips are 1 hour for preK, 1.5 hours for K - 2nd grade and 2 hours for 3 - 
8th grade. All field trips start with free time in the Insectarium exhibit space 
and are followed by activities and content driven games in our classroom. Each 
field trip features at least one interaction with a Bug Ambassador and a chance 
to hold a live arthropod for all interested students.

Standards
All field trips are Standards Aligned with Missoula County Public Schools sci-
ence standards.

Name Tags
Name tags are a great help! If you have them in your classroom please do bring 
them and have students wear them the day of the field trip. We will have simple 
sticker name tags and markers on hand as a back up.

Program Cost
The base cost for a field trip is $40 which covers up to 10 students. Each addi-
tional student is $4. Field Trips are $4 for every chaperone over the required 
1:10 ratio of chaperones to students. See Chaperones section for more infor-
mation. For homeschooling groups the lead coordinating chaperone is free of 
charge, all other adults will be charged $4. 



Chaperones
We request 1 chaperone for every 10 students. Beyond this 1 to 10 ratio we 
charge $4/chaperone. For example, a class with 25 kids and 4 adult organizers 
would pay $100 for the students and an extra $4 for that last additional chap-
erone. Exceptions can be made for extenuating circumstances.  Please keep in 
mind that having a lot of chaperones crowds our small classroom space and 
can make running a smooth and efficient field trip a bit more challenging on 
our staff and volunteers. Please consider brining only as many chaperones as 
are absolutely necessary.

Group Sizes
Our classroom can accommodate up to 30 students. Smaller group sizes are 
better, especially for younger students. An ideal group size is closer to 20 stu-
dents. 

For middle school groups, smaller class sizes are appreciated. The best group 
size is closer to 15 students. If you have larger group we can work with you to 
suggest ways of splitting up your group for the day to make this possible.  

Memberships
Membership to the Missoula Butterfly House & Insectarium offer a range of 
benefits including reduced cost to special events. There are not, however, any 
membership benefits that relate to field trips. Having a  teacher or student with 
a membership does not reduce the cost of the field trip. 

Scholarships
The Missoula Insectarium does not currently have a scholarship program. 
While this is an avenue that is being explored for future field trips, we are un-
able to offer scholarships or discounts at this time.



Payment
Payment is due at the time of the field trip. If necessary, alternative arrange-
ments can be made, please contact the Insectarium directly in advance as 
needed. Cash, check or credit card payments are accepted. When your group 
goes into the Insectarium towards the start of the field trip you will be directed 
towards the front desk staff for payment. We are happy to provide an invoice 
before your trip or receipt to you or your front office staff as needed. 

Photos and Video 
Photos and videos of field trips may be used by Missoula Butterfly House & 
Insectarium for promotional and educational purposes on our website, social 
media and in other media and print outlets. Please advise MBHI if there are any 
students whose parents have expressed an aversion to their child’s image being 
used in such a manner.

Homeschool Groups
For groups of homeschooling families we require a minimum of 10 students. 
The cost of $4 per person (adults and students), the lead chaperone who is co-
ordinating the field trip is free. Younger siblings that are under the age of 4 and 
are not participating in the field trip are free as well but will need to be looked 
after by a parent or chaperone. The lead chaperone will be asked to provide 
a count on the number of field trip participants and a credit card for advance 
payment and joining families can arrange payment to that chaperone at their 
convenience. If more families attend than are expected an additional charge to 
that credit card can happen at the end of the field trip. 

SpectrUM
While the Missoula Insectarium has a friendly relationship with our down-
stairs neighbors, we are not officially connected to SpectrUM or the University 
of Montana in any way. Avenues of collaboration are, however, currently being 
explored for future educational opportunities. Stay tuned!



Buses & Parking
Please do not instruct buses to pull into the parking lot on Front street. This 
causes congestion and a parking jam for other building residents. Front street 
is often not busy and buses have had success pulling over on either side of 
the street. An Insectarium staff person will meet you at the front doors of the 
building to show you the way into the classroom.

To park small buses or cars please see the map below. 

Insectarium Parking is marked in yellow and the Insectarium itself is outlined in 
green: 2nd floor of the Maya Building, 218 E Front Street. Parking signs in the lot 
will say “Maya Building” and parking spaces #34 and above are set aside for Insecta-
rium use. On Saturdays any open spot in any Maya lot is available for your use. The 
two routes to the parking area (from Maine Street and from Pattee Street) are in red. 
Additional parking can be found in the parking garage with the entrance marked in 
orange at the bottom of the frame. Parking in the garage is free for the first hour.


