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The Buzz
by Jen Marangelo,  
Executive Director

 On the morning of January 2nd, 
2014 I was driving to work, feeling 
like I often do on the first workday 
of a New Year, with a sense of  
renewal and excitement for the 
year ahead. I was already eager for 
2014. We had recently launched our 
plans to open the first phase of our 
facility, the Missoula Insectarium, 
and had our sights focused on an 
ideal downtown location in the 
Maya Building—the spot that will 
soon become our home.  

 So I was happy to go to work 
and excited to move forward with 
this important step. However, at a 
stoplight I noticed I was behind a 
truck for a pest control company 
and the logo on the truck read, 
Just say no to bugs. I thought,  
“Are you kidding me?” This is the 
message the universe is going to 
send to me on the first workday  
of the New Year?  

 Well as you probably know, I’m 
not easily swayed and I made a 
mental note to get up every morn-
ing and say “YES” to bugs. For the 
last year, we have worked hard to 
move the Missoula Insectarium 
forward and I am thrilled to an-
nounce that we will open our doors 
in early 2015. We are in the process 

of renovating our facility to cre-
ate a dynamic exhibit space and a 
classroom for field trips, presenta-
tions, birthday parties, and more. 
We’ve been working with the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) throughout this process to 
ensure that our space will pass as 
a USDA containment facility so we 
can secure the permits needed to 
increase the diversity of live bug 
ambassadors we can display. And 
we are finalizing our exhibits and 
educational programs, hiring staff, 
and taking care of the many de-
tails needed to operate a museum. 
There are a lot of moving parts.

 Launching the Missoula  
Butterfly House and Insectarium 
over the past several years has 
truly been a labor of love. It’s been 
a lot of work. It’s recently been a lot 
of sleepless nights. And there have 
been more than a few sacrifices 
along the way. But it’s also been 
a tremendous amount of fun and 
more than worth every effort.

 The support and enthusiasm 
of friends like you have made this 
journey possible. Your enthusiasm 
and the enthusiasm of our  
community have been the fuel  
and inspiration that have taken  
this vision toward reality. 

Our Mission 

The Missoula Butterfly 
House and Insectarium 
inspires an appreciation and 
understanding of insects and 
their relatives through  
educational programs and 
innovative science exhibits 
featuring live invertebrates.

Let’s say Yes to bugs in 2015  
and make it the Year of the Bug!  
I can’t wait to welcome you through 
the doors in the New Year!



Insect Insight:  
Hammers Cobalt Blue 
Lobster
If you’ve followed us for a while, 
Arthur may not be the kind of bug 
ambassador you are used to seeing.

Arthur is a Hammers Cobalt Blue 
Lobster (Procambarus clarkii) —  
a species of freshwater crayfish 
native to the Southeastern United 
States. In the wild, specimens of 
this species vary in color from a 
brown/tan color to a light blue to 
cobalt blue color. However,  
individuals like Arthur have been 
selectively bred to produce the 
brilliant blue coloration. As Arthur 
ages, his blue color will intensify 
with each molt of his exoskeleton.

Reaching up to 5 inches in length, 
Arthur is an omnivorous scavenger, 
eating a wide variety of meaty and 
plant based foods. We feed him 
romaine lettuce, algae pellets, peas, 
raisins, and his favorite—shrimp  
pellets. Crayfish have 5 pairs of 
walking legs, the first of which are 
large pinchers used for feeding.

With the Missoula Insectarium’s 
theme of The Little Things That 
Run the World, Art will have a 
prominent place in our What is  
an arthropod exhibit. Modern  
arthropods include animals like 
insects, spiders, centipedes,  
millipedes, shrimp, and crayfish.  
All arthropods are the descendants 
of a single common ancestor. Their 

common characteristics include 
having bilateral symmetry (a  
matching left and right side of the 
body), a segmented body, a hard 
exoskeleton, jointed legs, and many 
pairs of limbs.

With his tank heated to 78 degrees, 
Art leads a comfy life. His wild  
relatives, on the other hand, are 
pretty standard table fare, espe-
cially in the south. Thanks to their 
ability to grow and mature rapidly, 
Procambarus clarkii accounts for 
85–90% of the world’s annual  
crayfish consumption. I bet you 
didn’t know you were eating bugs 
when you ordered crawdads or 
shrimp at a restaurant!

But don’t worry about Arthur. 
He’s quickly becoming one of our 
favorite bug ambassadors and has 
nothing to fear!

Buy a membership 
to the Missoula  
Insectarium!
Whether you are an individual, 
a pair, or a family, we have a  
membership level that meets 
your needs.

Arthur, our Hammers Cobalt Blue Lobster

Individual Membership:

• $35

• Free admission for 1 for a  
full year

• Discounts on presentations, 
camps and birthday parties

• Invitations to exhibit openings 
and special events

Pairs Membership:

• $55

• All the benefits of Individual 
Membership plus free  
admission for 2 for a full year

Family Membership:

• $80

• All the benefits of Individual 
Membership plus free  
admission for up to 4 for a 
full year

Sustainers Membership:

• $250

• All the benefits of Individual 
Membership plus free  
admission for up to 6 for a 
full year

• Personal, behind-the-scenes 
tour for up to 6

Membership benefits begin on 
opening day and last for one year. 
We plan to open in early 2015.  
Buy a membership now and you 
will be invited to a special sneak 
peek celebration. 

If you are already a member/sup-
porter, thank you! You will receive 

notice of your membership benefits 
and your benefits will continue 
through your membership year.

Consider buying a gift membership 
for the bug enthusiast in your life! 
Gift recipients will receive a notice 
of your gift and will be invited to 
our special sneak peek celebration.
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Becoming a  
Bug Wrangler
As we prepare to open the Missoula 
Insectarium in early 2015, there are 
many different tasks and jobs that 
we’ve needed to accomplish. We 
can add “bug wrangler” to that list.

The renovations that are underway 
for the Missoula Insectarium were 
planned with a key component in 
mind—invertebrate containment. No 
dropped ceilings where an escapee 
could hide. Screening added to 
cover heating and cooling vents.  
No carpeting on the floors where a 
tiny nymph or egg could go  
unnoticed. And at the heart of it all, 
the construction of a secure lab.

While beautiful to look at and 
invaluable for education program-
ming, hosting live exotic species 
comes with the slight risk of species 
getting loose. Things like walking  
sticks, katydids, grasshoppers, and 
hundreds of individual species 
could harm agricultural crops or  
native species of plants and animals 
if they were to escape. And while 
we have the benefit of cold winters 

here in Montana, the threat of  
exotic invertebrate species  
escaping and surviving is a real 
concern in many parts of the United 
States—a concern that the USDA 
takes very seriously.

From the first architectural sketch 
for the Missoula Insectarium, our 
focus has been on meeting the 
USDA’s requirements to become a 
containment facility. By designing 
our space with built-in assurances 
that the species we have on  
display cannot escape, we’ll be able 
to secure the necessary permits 
that will allow us to obtain a wide 
array of amazing species that we 
could not otherwise legally have. 
These requirements not only apply 
to the actual facility, but also affect 
our day-to-day operations. And 
thanks to the viewing window in 
our lab, visitors will get to see our 
staff in action and get a behind-
the-scenes glimpse at the work that 
goes into operating an invertebrate 
zoo. We can’t wait to show you!

This giant katydid is one of the many 
species we will be able to have as a USDA 
containment facility.

Thank You Plum Creek 
Foundation!
We have received grants and con-
tributions from many supporters 
but we were thrilled to have been 
hand-delivered a grant from the 
Plum Creek Foundation. Thanks for 
visiting, Lorin, and for Plum Creek’s 
generous support!

Lorin Hicks with Plum Creek Foundation 
presenting Jen Marangelo with a grant.

We are proud to 
have KECI as our 
television media 
sponsor!  

Follow us on Facebook! 
Missoula Butterfly House
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Upcoming Events

December 14 – The MADE fair, UM 
Adams Center, 11:00 am – 6:00 pm

The MADE fair is an alternative  
arts and crafts market featuring  
local and regional artists.  Visit  
with our Bug Ambassadors, do 
some holiday shopping, and  
consider buying a gift member- 
ship to the Missoula Insectarium  
for the bug enthusiast in your life.

December 31 – First Night  
Missoula, UM’s University Center, 
Third Floor, 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Ring in the New Year with  
the Missoula Butterfly  
House and Insectarium  
and our live Bug  
Ambassadors.

Give a gift membership to the 
Missoula Insectarium!

For $35 or more, you can buy the 
bug enthusiast in your life  
one-year free admission 
to the Missoula Insecta-
rium. Recipients will be 
invited to a special sneak peek 

Tell a Friend About Us!

Spread the word about the Missoula Insectarium  
and the amazing world of invertebrates by: 

• Sharing this newsletter;

• Telling them to follow us on Facebook—Missoula Butterfly  
House. Learn about a host of arthropods as well as  
keep on top of the latest Butterfly House news;

•  Encouraging them to become a member!

For more information,  
call 406-317-1211 or email  
info@missoulabutterflyhouse.org

celebration and receive additional 
benefits. To purchase a membership, 

please go to our website  
www.missoulabutterflyhouse.org.

Gift Certificate 

Stocking Stuffer!
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